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CALL TO ORDER

L egal notice having been given, Commission Chair Caryl Hart called thismeeting of the California State
Park and Recreation Commissionto order at 9:52 am. Chair Hart began by apologizing for thedelay in
convening the meeting; she explained that during the night her car had been stolen from the nearby hotel
parking lot. Chair Hart expressed her sincere apol ogiesto the meeting attendees who had been waiting



patiently sincethe meeting’snoticed 9:00 am. start time. The Chair then introduced the commissioners,
California State Parks staff, and Santa Clara County Parks staff who were present.

AGENDA ITEM 1!
CLOSED SESSION

Chair Hart apol ogized once again for now having to adjourn the public portion of the meeting to convene
the Commissionin closed session asnoticed. The Chair explained that the closed session was being con-
ducted pursuant to the authority of CaliforniaGovernment Code section 11126(e): to consider pending
litigation involving the Commission asdefined by Government Code section 11126(€)(2). The Chair ad-
journed to closed session at 9:55a.m.

Chair Hart reconvened the Commissionin open session at 10:35 a.m. The Chair announced that there
were no reportableitemsfrom the closed session.

AGENDA ITEM 2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 10, 2010 MEETING IN SAN DIEGO
and the JANUARY 4, 2011 TELECONFERENCE MEETING

Chair Hart asked for amotion to approve the draft minutes of the December 10, 2010 and January 4, 2011
meetings. M otion Commissioner Huffman, second Commissioner Kogerman. Chair Hart then noted that
shewished to make acorrection to the minutes of the January 4, 2011 teleconference meeting asthe
address of the tel econferencelocation had been listed incorrectly: The correct address of thetel econfer-
encelocation was Sonoma County Regional Parks Office, 2300 County Center Drive, RoomA120, in
SantaRosa. The commissionersvoted unanimously to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2010
meeting and the minutes of the January 4, 2011 tel econference meeting asamended by Chair Hart.

AGENDA ITEM 3.
CHAIR’S REPORT, COMMISSIONER REPORTS/COMMENTS, RECOGNITIONS

Chair Hart stated that she had no itemsto report and asked if any of the other commissionerswould liketo
speak. Commissioner Maurice Johannessen stated that he had wished to make acomment.

Commissioner Johannessen noted that during these challenging economictimeshe believed it wasex-
tremely important to protect the val uabl e artifacts and other resourcesthat would certainly deteriorate or
be damaged in the closing of, for example, amuseum. The Commissioner sited asan example Weaverville
Joss House State Historic Park, where necessary mai ntenance had already been deferred for years.
Commissioner Johannessen noted that he hoped private financing could be obtained to keep jewelslikethis
park open, and that it was his hope that these treasures could be preserved for the future as oncelost they
could not be appreciated again. Chair Hart thanked Commissioner Johannessen for hiscomments.

Recognition of Retiring California State Parks Employees

Chair Hart asked CommissionersBill Kogerman and Paul Junger Witt to each read aportion of thelist of
employeeswho had recently retired from careersat CaliforniaState Parks. Thislist, representing retire-
ments announced since the Commission’s December 10, 2010 meeting, represented over 1,405 years of
servicetothecitizensof Caifornia:

DaleAdama, Inland EmpireDIistrict .........ccccevevererceiinnnne 24 years
JohnArnold, COmMMUNICAIONS .........ccocerrierieenienieieeie e 24 years, 4 months
Jared Ashton, Off-Highway Vehicles............cccociiiininnnne. 33years, 7 months
GustavoAvila, Orange Coast DISIiCE .......cccceeeeeveeriericriennene 27 years, 1 month
Darrell Bennett, Tehachapi DISIHCE ......c.occeeveeiveiienieieee 22 years, 9 months



Manuel Bergado, Public Safety DiviSION .........cccccoeieieeeeee. 3lyears

ThomasBernardo, Off-Highway VehicleDivison .............. 32years, 7 months
Clarence Caesar, Grants& Local Services.........ccccveeenee 25years, 1 month
Robert Cairns, SerraDIstrict ........ocoeeeieesciieciecceecee e 13years, 6 months
Mariana Cashdan, San LuisObispo Coast District .............. 31years, 10 months
Wesley Chapin, Channel Coast DIStrict .......ccceveevieriieninnne 38years, 3months
Susan Chase, SierraDistriCt .......cccceevieeiiecceecee e 20years, 5months
Albert Chavez, Off-Highway VehicleDivision.................... 31 years, 8 months
Sharon Ddll, Colorado Desert DIisStrict ........covveveeeieenennienne 11 years, 3months
David Felton, Park Operations ..........ccccooevererieeieencsenene 35years, 5months
SharonFong, Information Technology .........cceeveeeerenerennene 35years, 2 months
Michael Franco, Orange Coast DISriCt .........cccceeveeiieiieeene 6years

Lynn Froelick, Northern ServiceCenter ........cccccoveierennene 37 years

Mary Giacoletti, San LuisObispo Coast Didtrict ................. 5years, 10 months
Cheryl Halston, Accounting ServiceS..........ccceeeeererenenennnns 11 years, 6 months
CharlieHarris, Grants& Local Services ........ccoccvvveeneeninnne 11 years, 10 months
Beverly Havener, North Coast Redwoods District .............. 18 years, 9 months
Meriko Hoshida, Off-Highway VehicleDivison.................. 22 years, 11 months
PaulaHuff, Diablo VistaDIStrict ........cooeveeneeivniesieseee 13 years, 8 months
Geary Hund, CoachellaValley Conservancy ...........cccceeveee 28years, 9 months
MarieHunrichs, San Diego Coast District .........c.ccovevenuennee. 31years, 5months
Grant Jensen, Off-Highway VehicleDivison...................... 31years, 1 month
Ronald Larsen, Russian River DISrict ........cccccooeeveeiieiiceene 7years
BelindaLile, San LuisObispo Coast District .........ccccceeeenee 8years, 3months
Esequid Lopez, SErabDISlicCt .......cooeeeierenieeeeee e 12 years, 2 months
Felix Macias Jr., Russan River DIStrict .........ccooeeeieiienene 27 years, 3months
David Marcuson, SantaCruz District .........cccceeeeeieeieienenne 34 years, 7 months
John Mckinney, San LuisObispo Coast Digtrict .................. 34 years, 6 months
BonnieMorseWest, Grants& Local Services.........ccou.... 26 years, 9 months
David Olson, San LuisObispo Coast District .........ccceeeueeee. 19years, 11 months
LindaPayne, San LuisObispo Coast District ...........cccoueeee. 39years, 7 months
Trevor Platz, Northern Service Center ........ccovoveveeieniienene 19years, 7 months
Karl Poppdlreiter, Public Safety DiviSion .........ccccceeeviennen. 31years, 6 months
CharlesRaney, Off-Highway VehicleDivigon.................... 20years, 5months
David Robarts, Colorado Desert DIStrict ......ccccoeveereeiennnene 31years, 3months
Diana Salter, Concessions, Reservations& Fees ................ 18 years, 3months
William Smith, Orange Coast DIstrict ..........cceeeeieericnieniennnne 9years, 10 months
Dale Speers, Northern Buttes DIStrict ........ccccceeeieeiciieeene 39years, 7 months
Laurel Stewart, San LuisObispo Coast Didlrict .................. 28years, 4 months
Bruce Stiny, Capital DISIIICE ......c.cccveveeiieieneeseeneeeeie e 24 years, 8 months
Hollie Stotter, San LuisObispo Coast Didtrict ..........cceueee. 10years



AlanTang, Planning DiviSION ........ccccoeiiieninieeec e 33years, 3months

Johnny Tirado, San Diego Coast Digtrict .........ccccvevveenenne. 33years, 4 months
WilliamTod, Gold FildSDISHCE .......ooecvveeieceececce e, 11 years, 7 months
Stephen Underwood, North Coast RedwoodsDidtrict ......... 7years, 1 month
Stephen VVoorhees, San LuisObispo Coast Digtrict ............. 12 years, 6 months
Timothy Wallace, North Coast RedwoodsDistrict .............. 24 years, 6 months
John Werminski, Interpretation & Education Divison........... 36 years, 8 months
Herbert White, San LuisObispo Coast Digtrict ................... 27 years, 5months
Steven Wilcox, Tehachapi DISHriCt .......ccceveeveeiieniiiciene 15years, 7 months
Ashford Wood, Russian River DISFiCt ........ccccoeeeieeiicniennne 34 years, 11 months
Betty Wright, Diablo VistaDistrict .......cccoccvvevieeiiecieeciee 22 years, 2 months
Deborah Yue, Personnel Services........coocvvvveveeeceecceecnens 21 years, 2 months
Morgan Zeitler, MendoCiNnO DIStriCt ........cceeeeeiiiniciienieenne 25years, 5months

Commissioner Witt stated that on behalf of the entire Commission he wished to thank these employeesfor
their extraordinary serviceto CaliforniaState Parks. Chair Caryl Hart added that the commissionerswere
forever grateful to these staff for their dedication and wished them the best in their future endeavors.

Commissioner Alice Huffman asked State Parks' Director Ruth Colemanif it wasunusual to havesucha
large number of retirements. Director Coleman replied that the large number of retiring employeeswas
not uniqueto CaliforniaState Parks, and that there were agreat many retirementstaking placeat all state
agencies. The Director explained that increasing workloads—aresult of theincreasing number of retire-
ments and therestrictionsimposed on filling these vacated positions—aswel| asuncertainty over pensions
and other factors had resulted in agreat exodusfrom all state agencies. Commissioner Huffman asked if
State Parks employeeswere represented by alabor organization; Director Coleman replied that State
Parks staff wererepresented by 15 collective bargaining groups.

Commissioner Huffman and Chair Hart each stated that the number of retiring employeeswas devastat-
ing. Chair Hart added that theincreased workload on remaining staff had madetheir jobsall themore
challenging, and she again thanked staff for their efforts.

AGENDA ITEM 4
APPROVAL OF SPECIAL REDWOOD GROVES

Chair Hart asked Commissioner Alice Huffman to read the requeststo establish special redwood grovesin
Cadlifornia State Park System units. Commissioner Huffman read thefollowing groverequestsand made a
motion to approve these groves. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bill Kogerman:

Asrequested by Save the Redwoods L eague:

Cheand Mary Su Grove
in Humbol dt Redwoods State Park
Eileen Tsai, donor

Asreqguested by Sempervirens Fund:

TheWender Group Grove
in Castle Rock State Park
Sudents, Colleagues, Friends and Family of Paul Wender, donors

The commissionersvoted unanimoudly to adopt the resol utions establi shing these special redwood groves.



AGENDA ITEM5:
PUBLIC HEARING

Chair Hart opened the public hearing portion of the meeting at 10:48 am. The Chair explained the speaker
registration process and requested that speakersrestrict their commentsto three minutes each.

ITEMB5A:
Consideration and possible action on the Department of Parks and Recreation
recommendation to adopt a general plan for Martial Cottle Park

Chair Hart explained that in addition to the briefing and material s provided earlier to the commissioners
they would now hear ashort presentation on thisitem from California State Parks Planning Division Chief
Dan Ray.

Mr. Ray reviewed details of the background and purpose of Martial Cottle Park. He noted that the state-
owned portion of the property had been classified by the Commission asastate recreation areain October
2008, and that the park had been named Martial Cottlein compliance with the stipul ations of Walter Cottle
L ester, who had donated alarge portion of the property and still resided there on what was known asthe
park’s“lifeestate” area. Mr. Ray explained that the park’s purpose wasto interpret the region’s agricul-
tural history and providerelated recreation opportunities. He expressed the property’ svalue asthelast
remnant of the“Valley of Heart’sDelight” in Santa Clara County and explained how the park would
interpret the area sagricultural history aswell as provide perspectiveto the community of San Jose.

Also provided wasan overview of the management zones proposed in the general plan and specificsof
the management agreement between Santa ClaraCounty and California State Parks. Mr. Ray supplied
detail s of the extensive publicinput processthat had been employed by the county in the devel opment of
the park’sgeneral plan, which included an advisory committee of over 65 members, atask force of 25
members, four public meetingswhich averaged 160 attendees, and amailing list of over 4,000 addresses.
Mr. Ray explained that the general plan presented to the Commission differed from typical State Parks
plansinthat it included both aprogrammatic environmental impact report (EIR) and aproject-specific
EIR. He added that the Santa Clara County Parks Commission had approved thisgeneral planin Novem-
ber 2010, and that the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisorshad approved the plan in February 2011.
Mr. Ray concluded by stating that aresol ution had been presented to the Commission for their approval.

Chair Caryl Hart thanked Mr. Ray and asked if therewere any questionsor comments from commission-
ersat thistime.

Commissioner Maurice Johannessen noted that hewasgrateful for the hospitality of SantaClaraCounty
Parks, and added that he was pleasantly surprised to discover membersof afamily hewaswell acquaint-
ed withworking at the Martial Cottle property.

Commissioner Bill Kogerman stated that hewas currently involved with asimilar urban park projectin
Orange County (the Orange County Great Park) that al so incorporated agricultural and afarmers’ market
withinthe park. Commissioner Kogerman explained that the Orange County Great Park farmers’ market
had been highly successful even though thereit had virtually no adjacent residential community. He said
that with itslarge surrounding residential populationthe Martial Cottle Park farmers’ market should be
exceptionally successful. The Commissioner complimented the plannerson their concept.

Chair Hart opened public comment on thisitem at 11:00 a.m. She reminded speakersto please completea
speaker registration form and proceeded to call three registered speakers:

- David Mitchell, of the City of San Jose Parks Department, concerning hisagency’s support for the
Martial Cottle Park project.

- Marilyn Rogers, President of the neighboring V EP Community Association, concerning support for the
Martia Cottle Park project and concernsrelated to additional pedestrian entrances added to the plan.



- Jennifer Williams, of the Farm Bureau of Santa Clara County, regarding her agency’ssupport for Martia
Cottle Park, thevalue of providing an opportunity for citizensto experience agriculture® up closeand
personally,” and concernsfor public safety and pest management that were yet to be addressed.

This concluded theregistered speakers, Chair Hart asked if there were any unregistered speakers. There
being none, the Chair closed public comment on thisagendaitem at 11:07 am. Shethen asked if there
wereany commentsor questionsfrom commissioners.

Commissioner Alice Huff man asked staff to addressthe concerns over additional pedestrian access points
that had been expressed by Ms. Marilyn Rogers of theVVEP Community Association.

Planning Division Chief Dan Ray noted that California State Parkswas pleased to see accessto public
transit —thefunction of the access pointsin question—provided inthe Martial Cottle Park general plan.
He added that Santa Clara County Parks staff were best equipped to respond to this question.

JulieMark, acting Director of SantaClaraCounty Parks, responded to Marilyn Rogers' comment that two
pedestrian access points had been added to the project latein the planning process. Ms. Mark noted that
thetwo entrancesreferenced by Ms. Rogers had beenincluded inthe Martial Cottle plan sinceitsincep-
tion. She explained that she believed the concernsof Ms. Rogersand other neighborsto berelated to how
the City of San Jose'spedestriantrail systemwould eventually belinked to the entrancesin question and
how linkswould be provided to the proposed trailsat Martia Cottle Park. Ms. Mark stated that these
concernswould be addressed during the process of designing thetrailsand that she was confident that
neighbors concernswould bealleviated at that time. Commissioner Alice Huffman asked for clarification
that thisissuewas not beforethe Commission today; Ms. Mark stated that thiswas correct.

Chair Caryl Hart asked if there were any other comments or questionsfrom commissioners. Therebeing
none, the Chair noted that she believed Martia Cottle Park to be exceptionally important to the surround-
ing community and Santa ClaraCounty. Shereferenced the aerial photos of the areathat had been shown,
which dramatically illustrated the dense devel opment and lack of open spacein the area, and she pointed
out that the photos al so clearly showed the 300-acre oasis provided by Martial Cottle Park. Chair Hart
thanked the Santa Clara County Parks staff that had worked so hard on this project, and she acknowl-
edged the generous donation of Mr. Walter Cottle L ester that made the park possible. Chair Hart added
that it was her hopethat Mr. L ester’sdonation and the park would serve asan inspiration to others, espe-
cialy sincedonationshad historically played such animportant rolein the development of the State Park
System and would continueto bevitally important in thefuture. She al so thanked the many volunteersand
membersof the public that had participated in the park’s planning process.

Commissioner Bill Kogerman stated that he wished to make amotion to approvethe resol ution beforethe
Commission to adopt thegeneral planfor Martial Cottle Park. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Alice Huffman. Chair Hart asked if any further discussion wasdesired.

Commissioner Kogerman noted that during hismilitary service he had encountered many heroes, but that
thiswasnot often the casein civilian life. The Commissioner explained that he believed that in retaining
ownership of hisproperty and making it possiblefor it to becomeapublic park, Mr. Walter Cottle Lester
wasatrue hero. Meeting attendees responded with applause.

Chair Hart called for avote on the motion to approve the resol ution before the Commission to adopt the
generd planfor Martial Cottle Park. The commissionersvoted unanimousdly to adopt the resol ution.

ITEM 5B:
Consideration and possible action on the Department of Parks and Recreation
recommendation to adopt a general plan amendment for Point Sur State Historic Park

Chair Hart announced that in addition to the material s previoudy provided to the commissionersthey
would now hear ashort presentation on thisitem from State Parks Planning Division Chief Dan Ray.



Mr. Ray reviewed detailsof the proposal for the general plan amendment and addendum to the environ-
mental impact report for Point Sur State Historic Park. He provided ashort history of the project and
explained thereason for the general plan amendment. Mr. Ray explained that the general plan for the park
adopted by the Commissionin 2004 included aprovisionfor utilizing theformer military housing onthe
NAVFAC (NAVa FACility) portion of the property. Hefurther explained that the buildingswere subse-
quently found to be unsuitablefor habitation, and that thisgeneral plan amendment and EIR addendum
were created to make this change while al so addressing adi spute with aneighboring property owner
related to traffic that could be generated if these facilitieswere used for housing. Mr. Ray referred com-
missionersto the staff report and mapsthat had been provided, and further explained that futurevisitor use
at the NAV FAC sitewould be supervised by State Parks staff. He al so called commissioners’ attention to
an erratasheet that had been provided along with the general plan amendment and EIR addendum.

Chair Caryl Hart thanked Mr. Ray and asked if there were any comments or questionsfrom commission-
ers. There being none, Chair Hart opened public comment on thisitem at 11:16 am. and proceeded to call
two members of the park’s cooperative association who had registered to speak:

- John O’ Neil, of Central Coast Lighthouse Keepers, regarding the history of park and itsimportance as
theonly surviving example of anaval facility of thistype onthewest coast, and regarding Central Coast
Lighthouse Keeperswillingnessto assist State Parksin any way they could in devel oping and operating
the park.

- Doug Williams, of Central Coast Lighthouse K eepers, regarding this park’ s status as one of the smallest
unitsof the State Park System, though it received some of the proportionally greatest contributionsfrom
itsvolunteer cooperative association. Hecited Central Coast Lighthouse K egpers $500 thousand contri-
bution over thelast three years during which State Parks had been unableto contribute any restoration
fundsto thepark, aswell as$3 million over thelast 14 years utilized by Central Coast Lighthouse Keep-
ersto restore seven of theeight historic buildings*ontherock” (thelighthousefacility). He al so ex-
pressed concern that the NAV FAC property had been added to the park in 2000, and ageneral plan
approved in 2004, yet no development or restoration work had taken place at the NAVFAC facility. He
reiterated that Central Coast Lighthouse K eeperswere prepared to assist State Parkswith effortsto
ensurethisfacility would be preserved just asthey had with thelighthousefacilities* ontherock.”

Commissioner Bill Kogerman asked if thelighthouse was operationa . John O’ Nell responded that the U.S.
Coast Guard operated thelighthouse, but that the difficulty of providing water at thefacility meant that the
visitor experiencewasand would likely continueto be restricted to day useonly.

Chair Hart asked if there were any additional speakers; there were none. She then closed public comment
onthisitemat 11:23 a.m. The Chair asked for comments or questionsfrom commissioners.

Commissioner Maurice Johannessen stated that while hefavored preservation hewasal so keenly aware
of the need to provide public access and recreational opportunities. The Commissioner stated that it was
hishopethat State Parkswould endeavor to provide access and increase public awareness of unitslike
Point Sur State Historic Park so that citizenswould have an opportunity to enjoy thefacilitiesthey pay for.

Therebeing no further commentsfrom commissioners Chair Hart asked for amotion to approvethisitem.
Motion Commissioner Witt, second Commissioner Kogerman. The commissionersvoted unanimously to
approvetheresolution to adopt agenera plan amendment and environmental impact report addendum for
Point Sur State Historic Park.

ITEM5C:
Consideration and possible action to adopt arevised Commission policy on the sale of
alcoholic beverages in units of the State Park System —Agenda item canceled

Chair Hart noted that while this agendaitem had been canceled, it was her understanding that Commis-
sioner Bill Kogerman, in hisrole asamember of the Commission’s Concessions, Enterprise, and Fiscal



Committee, had requested an opportunity to provide an update on thisitem for commissioners.

Commissioner Kogerman noted that he wished to make the commissioners awarethat the draft al cohol
policy was undergoing further review in an effort to devel op aless-restrictive policy. The Commissioner
added that he believed the revised policy met with the approval of State Parks Director Ruth Coleman.

ITEM5D:
Nominations and election of Commission vice chair

Chair Hart noted that the Commi ssion had been without avice chair since the resignation of Commissioner
Mario Santoyo in October 2010. The Chair added that the Commission’s Executive Committee, currently
comprised of herself and Commissioner Paul Junger Witt, wished to nominate Commissioner Bill Koger-
man asVice Chair. There being no objectionsto thisproposal the commissionersunanimously named Bill

K ogerman as Commission Vice Chair. Vice Chair Kogerman thanked the commissionersfor their support.

AGENDA ITEM6:
OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT

Chair Hart opened the public comment portion of the meeting at 11:27 a.m. She proceeded to call five
speakersintheorder they had registered:

- Lynne Paul son, representing the Washoe M eadows Community, regarding her organization’sobjectionto
the golf course expansion at Washoe M eadows State Park, the preservation of theintegrity of this park,
and theinadequacy of documentsrelated to the proposal to rel ocate the golf course.

- AllenBaylis, representing the Naturist Action Committee and Friends of San Onofre Beach, regarding
theseorganizations desirefor action related to their requeststo restore clothing optional useat San
Onofre State Beach, State Parks authority to designate clothing optional areas, and the potential for
increased revenue should clothing optional use be alowed to take place.

- Grant Weseman, of Lighthouse Field Beach Rescue, regarding the management of Lighthouse Field
State Beach, illegal off-leash dog use at this park, and arequest to return the* ItsBeach” areaof the
park toitspre-1993 condition wherein no dogswere alowed on the beach, off-leash or on-leash.

- Gillian Greengite, regardingillegal off-leash dog useat Lighthouse Field State Beach, her objectionto
off-leash dog use, and arequest for increased enforcement of State Parks” on-lease policies.

- Nancy Graalman, representing Defense of Place, regarding her organi zation’s obj ection to the proposed
expansion of the Lake Tahoe golf courseinto Washoe M eadows State Park, and this organization’s
desireto protect this park from inappropriate uses.

Chair Hart asked if therewere any additional speakers. There being none, the Chair closed Open Public
Comment at 11:47 am. The Chair asked for comments or questionsfrom commissioners.

Commissioner Alice Huffman noted that speakers had once again addressed the Commission onthe
matters of the golf course project at Washoe M eadows State Park and clothing optional use of state
beaches. Commissioner Huffman asked staff to provide an update on these two i ssues.

Planning Division Chief Dan Ray responded to the Washoe M eadows State Park matter. Mr. Ray ex-
plained that staff were presently reviewing commentsthat had been received on the project’ sdraft envi-
ronmental impact report, and that ageneral plan amendment for Washoe M eadows State Park could be
presented to the Commission asearly asfall 2011.

Regarding the matter of clothing optional use of State Park System units, Director Ruth Coleman replied
that no process had yet been implemented to conduct public hearings on this subject, and with the current
fiscal restrictionsof State Parks' budget thiswould likely not take placefor sometime.

Chair Caryl Hart noted that she had several comments and questionsrel ated to the matter of off-leash



dogsat Lighthouse Field State Beach. Chair Hart stated that the amount of off-leash dog use at this park,
as presented by the speakers, appeared to be overwhelming. The Chair noted that she understood State
Parksresourcesand therefore the ability to enforce on-leash policieswere extremely limited. The Chair
asked if something could be doneto resolvethisissueto each party’s satisfaction.

Director Ruth Coleman responded that efforts had been madeto resolvethisissueat Lighthouse Field
State Beach. Sheexplained that State Parks had offered to sell theaportion of the park to the City of
Santa Cruz for use as an off-leash dog area, and that this offer included allowing the city 35 yearsto repay
the purchase price. Thecity expressed nointerest in purchasing the property. Director Coleman also
explained that while Lighthouse Field State Beach was abeautiful seaside property it wasnot alogical
selection for astate park and would be better served inlocal ownership. She added that the City of Santa
Cruz had constructed new off-leash dog parks since the controversy over Lighthouse Field State Beach
had begun, but that these new parks did not seem to impact off-leash use at Lighthouse Field State Beach.
Director Coleman also noted that she was uncertain of whether or not the beachfront property shownin
the speakers’ photos, which could potentially serve ashabitat for the endangered snowy plover, wasin-
cludedinthe property that had been offered for saleto the City of Santa Cruz. The Director added that
whileit wasunfortunate that insufficient enforcement of dog on-leash policieswastaking placethiswas
not surprising given the high number of vacant staff positionsat State Parks.

Commissioner Maurice Johannessen noted that hewas unfamiliar with State Parks' off-leash dog policies.
Chair Caryl Hart explained why off-leash dogswere not permitted at Lighthouse Field State Beach and
other state park units. Commissioner Alice Huffman asked about the management of Lighthouse Field
State Beach, and Director Coleman explained that whilethe City of Santa Cruz had operated thisunit for
approximately 30 years, legal action had forced management to revert to the state which unfortunately did
not possess the resources necessary for enforcement of on-leash policiesthere.

Chair Hart asked if there were any other comments or questionsfrom commissioners. Commissioner
Alice Huffman addressed the speakerswho had made commentsrel ated to Lighthouse Field State Beach,
noting that while California State Parks staff shared their concernsthe department did not havethere-
sources at thistimeto enforce the requirementsto keep dogs on-leash at this park. Commissioner Huff-
man added that she hoped this situation would change when the economic environment improved and
more staff could be employed to focus on other than mission-critical issues.

Chair Caryl Hart suggested that those who wished to promote off-leash dog usein Santa Cruz should
privately fund the development of adog park wherethisactivity could legally take place.

AGENDAITEM7:
DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Chair Hart asked California State Parks Director Ruth Coleman to present her Director’sReport. Direc-
tor Coleman noted that her report would belimited to information related to the park closurelist that was
being devel oped to accommodate thereductionin State Parks' budget. The Director continued asfollows:

M ethodology employed in developing a park closurelist — Director Coleman announced that the list
of state parks unitsto be closed in order to accommodate the current budget reductionswas not available
at thistime. She added that although the list was not yet available she wished to provide the commission-
erswith an understanding of how thelist had been devel oped for approval by the governor’soffice.

Director Coleman explained that the park closurelist had been created to addressan $11 million reduction
inthe current fiscal year budget and apermanent, $22 million reduction for subsequent years.

The Director noted that State Parks had been fortunate in that Governor Jerry Brown’s office had al -
lowed the department sufficient timeto consult with park professionalsand conduct researchin order to
develop alist that utilized morethan simply a“ net value” method for identifying unitsto close. Sheex-
plained that the current list had been created in away that ensured key aspects of California State Parks



mission were served, including the preservation of specific visitor experiencesand natural resources.

Director Coleman also explained that the current proposal for park closureswasthe result of much more
than just the present budget situation. She stated that over thelast six years California State Parks' budget
had been reduced by approximately 44%, and she added that the results of these very significant reduc-
tionscould be easily observedin exampleslikethelack of staff to enforcethe on-leash dog requirements
at Lighthouse Field State Beach as had been noted earlier.

Tofurther illustrate theimpact of many years of budget reductions, the Director provided the examplethat
the number of State Parks' field staff (thoseworking in parks) was at thistime approximately equal tothe
number of staff working 32 yearsagoin 1979 —though today’s State Park System includesan additional
500,000 acres and welcomes about 10 million morevisitorseach year thanthe systemdidin 1979.

Shea so explained that thelong list of retiring employeesreflected thefact that staff had faced avariety
of challengesover thelast two yearsand many were choosing retirement over continuing towork. The
Director added that retirements, in conjunction with restrictionson hiring, had resulted in over 500 vacant
positions department-wide, the equivalent of about a30% vacancy rate. Director Coleman added that the
only benefit of these staff reductionswasthat this could makeit possible that no State Parks staff would
actually losetheir jobsasaresult of the park closures, though many staff would still haveto rel ocate.

Continuing in her explanation of the methodol ogy employed to develop apark closurelist, Director Cole-
man explained that State Parks staff |ooked both at past studies and the newly-revised state history planto
identify “significant stories” that could only betold through certain unique park units. Shefurther explained
that if apark unit provided the only example of alocation where aspecific story could betold, attempts
would be madeto keep that unit open evenif the unit received only limited visitation.

TheDirector also stated that asimilar approach wastaken with theidentification of natural resources,
where unitswith outstanding, representative landscapes—"iconic” landscapes not represented el sewhere
inthe State Park System —would be kept open whenever possible.

Director Coleman also explained that |ower-priority units, thosethat did not tell iconic storiesor include
unique resources, were eval uated based on their visitation and ability to generate revenue along with the
physical practicality of being ableto closethe unit. She added that unitswhich required alargeinvestment
ininfrastructurewould bemorelikely for inclusion ontheclosurelist.

The Director explained that reservoirswere not included on the closurelist because they were supported
by gasolinetaxespaid by boaters. She also explained that though asimilar situation existed with State
Parks Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMV R) Division—the Division receives dedicated
funding —the state legid ature had proposed taking $10 million from the OHMV R program, athough State
Parksand the CaliforniaDepartment of Finance protested thelegality of thisproposal.

Director Coleman noted that State Parkswas optimistic that effortsto identify partnersto operate some
unitsthat may otherwise be closed would be successful. She cited successful partnershipsliketheone
with Central Coast Lighthouse K eepersthat had been referenced earlier, and spoke of negotiations cur-
rently taking placeto partner with Sonoma County Parksfor operation of State Park System unitsthere.
The Director also explained that | egidation had been proposed to allow State Parksto enter into operating
agreementswith non-profit organizations, asthiscurrently was permitted at only El Presidio de Santa
Barbara State Historic Park and at Marconi Conference Center State Historic Park. She added that
current law permitted State Parksto enter into operating agreementswith cities, counties, and local park
districts, and that approximately 10% of the State Park System was currently operated in thismanner.

Director Coleman concluded her remarks on the methodol ogy of developing apark closurelist by stating
that the proposed list had been devel oped by park professionalsin their best judgement with athoughtful
look towardsthe past. She added that the list was being reviewed by the governor’s office and the De-
partment of Finance prior to releaseto the public. Director Coleman stated that the park closurelist had
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been devel oped in response to State Parksinability to fund and operate al the current units of the State
Park System, and she noted that the system —itsimportance—is* bigger than the parks department.” She
added that the department would not be divesting itself of units, only seeking waysto keep unitsavailable
tovisitorsgiven the current budget crisis. Director Coleman emphasized that it was most important to
ensurethat these treasureswere not |ost and added that therewere no plansto “ abandon” park units.

Chair Caryl Hart asked if there were any questionsfrom commissioners.

Commissioner Kogerman asked the Director to provide examplesof how some representative units may
be addressed inthe closurelist. He provided the diverse examples of Bodie State Historic Park, Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park, and Crystal Cove State Park. Director Coleman replied that she could not
comment asto whether or not any specific park wasincluded on thelist. She continued that asBodie was
theonly “ghost town” inthe State Park System it would be acandidateto remain open, that Anza-Borrego
Desert State Park, withitsimmense size, would be difficult to close, and likewise Crystal Cove State Park
asthe Orange County beach parkswere very well attended and highly successful at generating revenue.

Commissioner Maurice Johannessen stated that he believed it was premature to discuss park closures.

Commissioner Alice Huffman noted that nothing was permanent and that the economic situation could
improve. Director Coleman clarified that it wasnot likely that any of the current budget cutswould be
reinstated in June 2011. The Director stated that regardless of what happened with the state budget the
proposed reductionsfor State Parkswould take place. She added that staff had considered thelong-term
impact of park closures, including maintenance and the avoidance of vandalism, in developing thelist. She
indicated that it was her hopethat additional volunteers could be employed asthe“ eyesand ears’ of park
units, providing security when staff could not. The Director noted that although CaliforniaState Parks
currently enjoyed about 20 thousand volunteersthe system could use and needed 40 thousand. She added
that the situation required creativity beyond anything that had been seen before, and that therewere
opportunitiesaswell aschallenges. She also explained that concessionswould play animportant rolein
theyearsto come, and that park unitswith successful concessionswould be morelikely to remain open.

Chair Caryl Hart asked if it was possiblefor entitieslike the California State Parks Foundation to contrib-
utedirectly to the operations and maintenance of park units. Director Coleman replied that thishad not
been taken placein the past, though the Foundation had made significant contributionsto many specific
projects. Chair Hart and Director Coleman briefly discussed thelikelihood of engaging volunteersto
provide ongoing maintenance functionslikethe cleaning of restrooms.

Commissioner Paul Junger Witt stated that he wished to compliment Director Coleman and State Parks
staff for their effortsin addressing thisvery challenging situation. Chair Hart stated that she wished to
second Commissioner Witt'sremarks.

AGENDA ITEM8:
ADJOURNMENT

Therebeing no further commentsor questions, Chair Hart asked for amotion to adjourn. Motion Commis-
sioner Witt, second Commissioner Kogerman. Chair Hart adjourned themeeting at 12:15 p.m.

ATTEST: Theseminuteswere approved by the California State Park and Recreation Commission on
July 8, 2011, at itsduly-noticed public meeting in Sacramento, California.

By: ORIGINAL SIGNED BY Date: 7-8-11

LouisNastro

Ass stant to the Commission

For Ruth Coleman, Director, California Department of Parksand Recreation
Secretary to the Commission
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State of California - The Resources Agency Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor

’ DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth Coleman, Director

®

Meeting of the
CALIFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Isaac Newton Senter Auditorium of the Santa Clara County Government Center
70 West Hedding Street, San Jose
Wednesday, March 2, 2011 - 9:00 a.m.

REVISED AGENDA of the MEETING

1. EXECUTIVE (CLOSED) SESSION* pursuant to the authority of Government Code sec-
tion 11126(e), to consider pending litigation involving the Commission as defined by Gov-
ernment Code section 11126(e)(2).

2. Approval of minutes of the December 10, 2010 meeting in San Diego and the January 4,
2011 teleconference meeting

3. Chair's Report, Commissioner reports/comments, Recognitions

4. Approval of Special Redwood Groves — as requested by Save the Redwoods League and
Sempervirens Fund

5. Public Hearing

A. Consideration and possible action on the Department of Parks and Recreation recom-
mendation to adopt a general plan for Martial Cottle Park, classified as a state recrea-
tion area

B. Consideration and possible action on the Department of Parks and Recreation recom-
mendation to adopt a general plan amendment for Point Sur State Historic Park

aleoholic-beveragesin-units-of the-State Park-System — item cancelled

D. Nominations and election of Commission vice chair

6. Open Public Comment (on subjects other than the above agenda items)
7. Director’'s Report

8. Adjourn

* Please note that the meeting room will be cleared and will not be open to the public during the closed
session. At the conclusion of the closed session the Commission will reconvene in open session to pro-
vide an account of any reportable events as required. The public portion of the meeting will begin as soon
as possible once the closed session concludes. Interested parties may join the meeting at that time.

Copies of this agenda and the public notice of the meeting are available on the Internet
at www.parks.ca.gov/default.asp?page_id=936



